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MOTIVES 


Godly Mourning -” Rejoycing ; 


Chrilk Jeſus 


HIS 


KIND INVITATION 


Toe 
- Grain ro Repent. 


PSALM CVL 4, 5. 


Remember me, O Lord, according to the faumur that thou beareſ? 
unto thy People : O wif t me with thy Salvation ! 

That ] may ſee the Good of thy Choſen, that I may rejoyce in the Glad- 
"t of thy Nation, that I may glory with thine Inheritance. 


PSAE. LL xo, xz, tn, 1 
Create in me a clean Heart,O Lord, and renew a right Spirit within me. 
Caſt me not away from thy preſence. and take not thy holy Spirit from me. 


| | Reftore unto me the Foy of thy Salvation, and upbold me by thy free | 


Sperzt : 
Then will 1 teach Tranſgreſſours thy ways, and Sinners ſtall be con- 
wverted unto thee. 


—_— 


London, Printed for the Author, 1698. 
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TO THE 


Reverend, Pious, and Faithful Miniſter of Chriſt, 


Mr. Fohn Shower. 


Reverend Sir, 

Beg your Patronage to this new Brood, whici | 
found in Eng/and, though (as I ſuppole) its origi- 
nal Father brought it to light in another Land: | 
found it cloathed in Latin Apparel, and I have put 

an Engliſh Coat upon it ; and I hope that thereby it may 

be kindly received by many that are in Eyg/avd, who 
have a favour of the things of God ; as for others, that 
know not God, I doubt whether they will caſt their Eyes 
upon it : But if any that are ſuch, take a fancy to look 
upon it, God grant it may do them good, and that 
they may be thereby drawn to the Love of Chriſt Je- 

ſus, being allured by his ſweet Entiſcments and Invira- 
tions. It was ({weet to me in the Original, and I hope 

it may be ſb to others in the Tranſlation. I hope you 

{| Will not be offended that | have made a Dedication of 
i this Book to you without your Confent ; for it I had re- 
*x queſted you to give your Conſent to accept of a Nedi- 
2 cation, I doubt whether yoa would have given it ; but 
having dedicated it to you unkwarcs, I hope you 
cannot be angry for my gtving yo! that, wich, 
before it was given, you had no »ccafion to refule. 
What ſucceſs it may have, IT am uncertain ; but [ fuiter 
Az : it 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


it to range and ſeek its fortune in the World, as the 
Levit of Bethlem-judah did, who wandered up and down 
to ſee if he could find a place, and at length was kindly 
entertained by Mzcah, and afterwards was made a Father 
and a Prieſt to a Family and Tribe of ſrae/. But if any 
deſire to know why I made this Dedication to you ; there 
were many Cauſes why I ſhould do ſo: One of which 


is, The great Kindneſs that you have ſhewed to my - 


ſelf: Fob iaid, the Bleſſing of him that was almoſt ready 
to periſh came upon me; and I made the Widew's Heart 
to ſing. What Miſery wasI in, through Poverty and Ne- 
cellity, when your Kindneſs, and Charity, and Liberali- 
ty, did afford me ſuch ſeaſonable Relief, that it reſembled 
upon many accounts a Reſurrefion from the dead 2 
Therefore | gladly embrace this Opportunity of giving 
a publick Teſtimony of my Thankfulneſs, that hath a 
long time lain hid in my Heart, and is now triumphantly 
glad to ſhew it ſelf in the Light of the Day, and the 
Sight of the Sun. Moreover, your Name being in the 
Frontiſpiece of this Book, I hope it may allure many 
that have fat under the ſhadow of your Miniſtry, topay 
ſome Deference of reſpe to it, and not to grudge the 
charge of Buying it, nor the labour of Viewing it. 

Sir, your Name is famous in Exgland ; for in the Suc- 
ceſs of your Miniſtry you have ſurpaſſed many others of 
your Brethren, that are elder than you. You are like 
young Elihu, that in Wiſdom excelled the Friends of 
Job, that were aged and gray-headed Men, much elder 
than Job's Father : And in external Honours God hath 
exalted you above many of your Brethren ; ſo that your 
Name is as young David's was, much ſet by, before he 
was exalted to the Throne and Dignity of a King: 


Yr, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
; Sir, what have faid to you, I have not faid in Flat- 
”7 tery, but in the Sincerity of my Heart ; and therefore 
| I hope theſe external Teſtimonies of the Thankfulneſs 
that was a long time hid within my Heart, cannot of- 
fend you. 


F The Grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with 


73 you. 


I am 
Your hearty Friend and Servant, 


and Brother in Chriſt, 


"4 


W.H. 
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To the 'RErR DER. 


Am a Man that hath paſſed through many Calamities 
in the days of the Tears, that T have lived in the 
World. My Mother brought me forth in Scotland, 
half a Tear aſter Cromwell had paſſed through Scot- 

land with Fire and Sword ; and it is likely my Mother was 

at that time, by reaſon of thoſe bloody and cruel! Wars, af- 


frighted with many Amazements when I was in her Womb ; 


and, 1 ſuppoſe, that hath occaſioned, that I have been fre. 
queztly ſabjet to ſudden Aſtoniſhments and Conſternations, 
aud Panick Fears, from my Childhood. When I was under 
Sixteen Tears I flouriſhed with outward Proſperity, and 
almoſt conſtantly delighted my ſelf with the abundance of 
Peace ; being beloved and honoured of all that knew me far 
and near : Which occaſioned me to be puffed up in my Spi- 
rit ; till Affliction of ſeveral Kinds ſent of God for my 
Good, had brought down that Vanity of my Mind. When 
1 was fourteen or fifteen Tears of age, I frequented a School 
at Rotterdam ; where 7 greatly profited in variety of 
Learning, and attained to a great infigbt of the Poetical 
Faculty: After T had been at that School, T was a while 
at Leyden ; where I fludied Logick and Metaphy ſick, 
though at that time alſo T laboured diligently in prying 
into the Myſteries of Poeſie. After I had been a while at 
Leyden, / went into Scotland ; where I ſtudied Philo- 
{ophy at Edinburgh, and received the Degree of Maſter 
of Arts. And at that time alſo 1 diligently ſtudied and 
exerciſed Poeſie, and made a Poem on Job, which hath 
been well approved by many learned Men : I made all that 
Poem, before I was twenty Tears old ; for my Spirit was 
then much ſtrengthned by general reſpett, that was ſhewed 
?0 me by many of thoſe with whom I converſed, and by the 


Kindneſs of my Brother-in law, that married one of my 


Si/ters - 
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The: Preface to the Reader. 


Siflers : He was a Man eminent both in Viſdom and Pie: 
ty, and maintained me above a Tear on hi ewn Caſt; and 
was then kinder to me, than was my own Father, out of 
whoſe Bowels I proceeded, After I was eighteen Tears of 
Age 1 went to my Father's Houſe, who was then, and had 
been a /cag, time, a Miniſter in Rotterdam ; and the ſpace 
of two or r1-ee Tears I lived on my Father's. Charges, and 
at tht time IT was greatly afflitted in my Spirit, partly 
through my Father's Churliſhneſs and Onkindueſs, and 
partly through inward Griefs and Diſcontents of Mind, 
that TI ſuffered through ſome great and grievous +5filiithi- 
ons that befel me: At that time I was much in Prayer ; 
I was often fervently calling upon my God with Weeping and 
Supplication; and though then I did not diſcern. that God 
zook any notice of the Prayers I made to him in thoſe great 
Aflittions, yet ſince that time { have had clear Fviden- 
ces, that I did not call upon God in wain. After my 
Father had, upon his Coſt maintained me two or three 
Tears, 1 travelled into England ; where I ſuffered Poverty 
ſeveral Tears, and did often eat Bread of Afﬀliition, and 
drank Water of Afﬀlidtion: Tet in that time I had. ſome 
ſweet Intervals of Divine Conſolation, when 1 had Oppor- 
zunities occaſionally to preach in the days of King Charles 
the Second: For it was a great Foy to me at that time, 
that T had Opportunities to ſerve Chriſt Jeſus, though Z 
ſuffered ſometimes Perſecution. But one of the things that 
greatly allayed my Sorrows and Diſcontents, was the Com- 
fort and Divine Conſolation, I received by baving heard 
ſometimes occaſionally that great Miniſter of Chriſt, Thio- 
mas Cole, who died a while fince : Por in hearing him 
preach, at ſometimes ſuch Beams of Divine Light di-1 ſhine 
forth upon my Soul, ſuch glorious Manifeſtations of the 
Love of God did over- S & me, that it made many Mz- 


eries, that I then and fince have endured, to become light 
gt 
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The Preface to the Reader. 


and eafie : For in the ſtrength of thoſe Diſcoveries of the 
Love of God in Chriſt Jeſus, 1 have walked many days in 
the Light of God's Countenance. But becauſe I have been 
guilty of ſome Infirmities through violent Temptations, 
wherewith God hath ſuffered Satan to aſſault me ; ſome, if 
they are not of a charitable Spirit, may think theſe things 
are Hypocritical Dreams, und Chimerical Imaginat ions ; 
but I know him, whom I have believed: Bnt theſe things 
7 have publickly declared, that none of thoſe that fear God 
may be aſhamed for my ſake. If you ask the cauſe why 1 
have given this Book the title of Motives to Godly 
Mourmong and Rejoycing : This is one-Cauſe thereof, be- 
cauſe Godly Sorrow is the Seed of Godly Foy and Rejoycing, 
as the Saints have often found by their Experience, to 
whoſe Experience I may appeal. Another Cauſe is this, 
Becauſe I deſire that wicked Wretches, who have lived 
without God in the World, be convinced, that if they will 
heartily apply themſelves to Godlineſs, they will find that 
Joy and Pleaſure in the Ways of God, not only in the World 
to come, but alſo in this World, which will greatly ſurpaſs 
all the Joys and Pleaſures that they have found in the 
Ways of Sin, and in their Eſtrangement from God. YVeri- 
ly I wonder, wretched Sinner, that has lived in Enmity to 
God, how thou canſt eat or drink, or ſleep in Peace, when 
the Sword of Vengeance hangs over thy Head, and there 
u but aſtep between thee and Hell, and everlaſting fire. But 
after thou haſt returned to God byrepentance,and ſhelter thy 
Self by Faith under theWings of Chriſt Feſus,then thou mayeſt 
have juſt cauſe of Rejoycing : I have ther-fore publiſhed thi 
Book to awaken thee, and ſtir thee up to Repentance, and to 
fly to Chriſt, the Refuge of Sinners, that thou maye#7 have 
much Joy and Peace in Telieving in thy World, and enter in- 
fo everlaſting Joys and Felicity in the perfett Enjoyment of 
God and Chriſt in the World to come, | 
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MOTIF ES to Godly Mourning and 
Rejoycing ; or, CHRIST JESUS 
his Kind Invitation to Sinners to 


Repent. 


CHAP. I 


Concerning the Grief of Jeſus Chriſt, /amenting the 
Stabbornneſs of a Sinner. 


THE Oaly begotten Son of God, the Power and 
Wiidom of God, do cry in the Streets, and lift 

up my Voice in the mid(t of the People ; for I 

have nouriſhed and brought up the Sons of Men, 

but they have d<f{piſed me, O Man! I have written 
the {weet Law of my New Teſtament in thy inward 
parts, and have planted it in the midſt of thy Heart. 
And yet thou haſt had no deſire to my immaculate 
Law, which converts the Souls of Sinners; neither haſt 
thou regarded the faithful Teſtimony of my Eternal 
Love. Thou haſt went far away from me, with the 
Tranſgreſſour Adam thy Father ; and thou haſt hid thy 
ſelf from Me, thy moſt gracious God and Saviour, when 
I walked in the Garden in the cool of the Day. Whar 
meancth this, thou eſtranged Sen 2 Whither flyeſt thou 
from the Face of thy moſt mercitul God and Redeemer ? 
Am 
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Am 1 a cruel Lord, becauſe thou flyeſt ſpeedily away 
from me, and ſeekeſt to find a better Maſter > Conſider 
what thou doſt, and how far thou goeſt from thy own 
Salvation ; for without cauſe thou hateft thy moſt pre- 
cious Remedy and Liberty. Thy unhappy Soul is be- 
come as a Widow ; which, if thou wouldeſt cloſe with 
Divine Grace, might remain faithfu] to the Covenant of 


her Eſpouſals, and enjoy the Priviledges of my moſt - 


Sweet Love. And' yet ſhe hath abhorred me her moſt 
faithful Lover, and her Enemies have been enriched 
with her Spoils. How is the Gold of my ancient Love 
become dim, the-bright-ſhining Colour of a good Con- 
verſation is changed, the Stones of my Temple and 
San@uary are ſcattered upon the top of every Street : 
Thou didſt not delight in the Habitation of my City 


- - Jeruſalem, which I have loved, and thou haſt been rec- 


korie:! among the Citizens, which my Soul hates. Wo 
to the Soul, that departeth from me ! for the Terrors 
of Dcath will tet themſelves in aray againſt it, and the 
Pains of Hell will take hold of it. The Lion's Whelps 
will rage againſt it, and roar after it, that they may 
ſnatch it, aid take it for Meat thrown to them by God. 
For ſince thou didſt ſet up the Darkneſs of Sin inſtead 
of the Light of my Grace, and there came upon thee 
a moſt diimal night of my Anger, all the Beaſts of the 
Infernal Wood pals by, and make haſte with open Mouth 
to devour thy Apoſtate Soul. Therefore, at leaſt from 
this time, call unto me, and ſay, Thou art my God and 
my Guide; and now I will no more fly from thee. 
O moſt gracious God ! I have wandered, bcing a Va- 
gabond, like Cazn, out of thy ſight ; and I have f{trved 
oth:r Gods, in whom | have no Salvation nor Delive- 
rance. Behold, I return unto thee from a gri-vous 


Bondage : I icek for thy moſt lovely Light from the 
Darkneis. 
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F Darkne6 and Shadow of Death, which hath terrified 


me. 1 know of 'a truth, being convinced by Ex- 
perience,- that there is no good thing out of thee, the 


- Son of the moſt amiable, and molt lygh God, tro whom [ 


conlecrate my inward Parts. 


CHAP. Il. 


Concerning the Sweetneſs of Jeſus Chriſt calling a Sinxer 
to Repentance. | 


Wiſh, my Son, that thou wouldeft prize my Friend- 
ſhip, which is better than Gold, and that thou 
wouldeſt hearken with the Ears of a contrite and hum- 
ble Heart unto my ftill Voice, whereunto the Rocks 
are moved. 'O Ephraim! I as a nurſing Father take 
care of thee, and my great and moſt faithful Mercy 
ſtrives with the Hardneis of thy ſtony Heart. Thou 
according to thy Hardneſs, and impenitent Heart, refiſt- 


- eſt my Spirit, which is ſweeter than the Honey ; and I 


according to the Riches of infinite Goodneſs, endeavour 
to mollify thy inward parts with my ſecret and innu- 
merable Inſpirations. Thou flyeſt from me, who am 
purſuing thee not for Hatred, but for deſign of thy 
Salvation : And T meet thee flying away as it were by 
lying in wait, that I may embrace thee with ſtretched 
forth Arms, and may overcome thy Cruelty with my 
Infinite Mercy. For which cauſe the Heavens and the 
Earth wonder at the Clemency and Sweetneſs of their 
Creator, who watcheth ſo careiully over a moſt un- 
tnankful Sinner, who is not willing to take my {weet 
Yoke upon him. How long ſhall thy hard Heart kic 3- 
gain{t the Prick of my moſt ſtrong Love 2 Wilt thou #i- 
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(4) 
ways reſiſt the unconceivable Love of thy God? I could 
have damned thee by my Juſtice, becauie thou didit 
wickedly, /and brakelt my Yoke, and faicft, 1 will not 


ſerve : 
fire of fthy Eternal Lite, if perhaps thou wouldeſt turn 
unto me, 2nd be reconciled tomy moſt merciful Father. 
then doſt thou tarry, moſt beloved Son 2 Why de- 


»» 


laye 
ſweet i'cace and Love ? Sufter me, my Son, ſuffer me to 
diffolve thy Ice with the hot burning Fire of my Love, 
and to renew thy Deformed Soul, according to the Pat- 


rern of the only begotten Son of God. O Off-{pring of 


Adam, how long ſhall I ſuffer you ! O wondertul thing, 
hidden from the, Wile and the Prudent of the World, who 
have ſhut their Ears leaſt they ſhould hear my Heart- 
warning Speech! I the Son of the moſt High, ſtand at 
thy door and knock, deſiring to enter in, and fill thy 
Houſe with unſpeakable good things ; and yet it ſeems 
grievous to thee to give Entertainment to God thy Re- 
deemer and Friend. Verily if thou ſhouldeſt once knock 
at the Gate of my Houie, I would haſten to open to 
thee at the firſt Knock, as I opened to David my Servant 
when he groancd at the Rebuke of Nathas my Prophet. 
Thereiore, my dearly beloved Son, let my Counſel 
pleaſe thee ; and with ſeaſonable Repentance return un- 
ro me, thy peaceable Ring ; and I will love thee as a moſt 
tender-hearted Mother, and will embrace thee, and nou- 
riſh thy Infancy with my moſt pleaſant Milk. 


\ , 
CHAP. 


1 yet I ſuffered thee in much Patience, and de- 


thou from day to day to return unto my moſt - 
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CHAP. I. 
Concerning the Goodneſs of God, and his Readineſs to 
forgive. 


. \ 7, ran flyeſt thou, dearly beloved Son, who haſt 


grievouſly offended me 2? Have | becn a barre 
Wildernets unto thee, becauſe thou ſayeſt in thy Heart, | 
have departed, and I will no more return unto ther. 


' Will a Virgin forget her Attire, or a Bride her Nuptial 


Ornament > Why then hath thy Soul, which I have e- 


' ſpouſed unto my felt with the price of my Blood, forſ- 


ken me, and forgotten me days without number 2 I am 
Goodanels it ſelt, which with its Sweetneſs, feedeth ai! 
Creatures, than which nothing more lovely can be con- 
ceived ; and yet through thy great Folly thou (eckeſt 
Good out of me. My Son, conſider my Goodneſs, 
wherewith Rocks are ſoffned, and be thou mollificd : 
Neither believe the falſe Prophets, who foretel falle Joys 
beſides me. Verily, if Iam tie chiet Good, of neceſſity , 
whatſoever thou ſeckeſt out of me, is not good for thee, 
though thou alone ſhouldſt poſſeſs all the Kingdoms 
of the World, and all things deſirable unto carnal Eyes. 
It is commonly ſaid, Good is that which all deſign; and 
yet thou being led aſide by a great Error, art enticcd. 
with the pleaſure of things that have the falſe appear- 
ance of Goodneſs ; but the true eternal and unchangea- 
ble Good, thou fooliſhly torſakeſt. O that thou wert wiſe, 
and hadſt Underſtanding tro conſider thy Latter-end! O 
Son, follow not ſtrange Gods! for ſurely they will turn 
thy Heart away from true Wiſdom : Thou ſhalt look for 
Light and not ſee ir, neither ſhalt thou behold the Dawn- 


ing 
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ing of the Day. Let my pure Law cleave unto thy inward 
Parts, and hearken unto the whiſpering Voice of my 
Secret Teaching, and the Catholick Faith, with which 
| have inlightned thee. Behold, thou believelt with a 
fincere Faith, that I am Infinite Goodneſs, Beauty, and 
Wiſdom, with which only the Heart of Man can be (a- 
tified : Whither then haſtneſt thou, whilſt thou offend- 


eſt me, but unto Infinite Wickednefls, Filthineſs, and Fol- - 


ly, with which thy Soul will be defiled 2 Is it not greater 
Wiſdom to adhere unto me, and to be illuminated and [a- 
tisfied with the Breaſts of my Conſolation, than tobe (o 
Hunger-ſtarved as not to have a ful! Meal of the Husks 
of Swine in the midſt of my Vagabond, and Fugitive 
Enemies? Return, Oprodigal Son, unto thy reſt, and 1 
will embrace thee, when thou returneſt from a far Coun- 
try ; and | will fay unto my Servant as ſoon asl lee thee, 
Bring hither ſpeedily the beſt Robe, put a Ring upon his 
Hand, and Shooes upon his Feet : For my Bowels will 
yern upon my dearly beloved Son, whom I have begot- 
ten; and I will rejoyce at thy Converſion as he that 
findeth much Spoil. For I delight in ſhewing Mercy ; 
and by reaſon of the Greatneſs of my Goodneſs, my Soul 
melteth at the Groans of Repenting Sinners, and at the 
Miſery and Sighing of the Poor. Son, remember how 
tender-hearted I am ; whereby thou mayeſt learn how 
great is the Multitude of my Gocdneſs and Sweetnels. 
Read my holy Scriptures, and thou wilt wonder at my 
Readineſs to ſhow Mercy, and to forgive Sinners, and 
to comfort the Aﬀicted : Whereby thou wilt under- 
ſtand that I am a good Lord, and wilt fear to depart 
from me, as Death uſeth to be feared. I never lifted 
up my Spear againſt the Man that was willing to ſerve 
my moſt gracious Father, though he had ſinned moſt 
grievoufly. Once David groancd ; ſaying, I have fin- 

ned ; 
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ned:; and immediately, I put away his Sin.” The Publi- 
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'2 can, who had greatly offended me, accuſed himſelf with 
" a few Sighs ; and preſently he went down to his Houle 
- juſtified and joyſul in'Heart, The. wicked Servant owed 
” me Ten thouland Talents; who. falling down craved 
' Mercy of me, and I ſent him away free, and forgave 
; him all the debt. The Woman that was taken in Adu]- 

+ tery ſtood in ſear, and was inſtantly accuſed in my fight. 
# And 1 anſwering her very ſweetly, delivered her from 
:: Condemnation. I ſhewed a loving Countenance to Mag- 

2 dalenthe Sinner, and preſently forgave her; fo that the 

2 Pharifee, who had invited me, w8ndred. The Thict that 

F; was crucified with me, melted my Heart with one word, 
# and immediately was made Partaker of my Kingdom. 

* Wherefore then is not my Goodneſs, whuch is eviden- 

-> cedby fo many Proofs, acceptable to the Sons of Adam, 

3 but they ſeck ſtrange Conſolations 2 Shun, O my Son, 
2 the Societies of Sinners, and by True Repentance ſcek. 

F my Face. | 


CHAP. TV. 


3 Concerning the Wiſdom of God, from which a Man by 
F; Sinning departs. 


4 How fooliſhly haſt thou departed from me, my 
po Son, with 4damthy Father, who endeavoured by 
* the forbidden Tree to become like God, knowing Good 
3 and Evil ! This is not the way of my Wiſdom, which 
3 favours very ſweetly tothe Palate of the Hearr. I Wiſdom, 
'F who have proceeded from the Mouth of the rooſt High, 
7 am a moſt beautiful Light, who do illuminare wit!: e- 
2 verlaſting Brightneſs the Minds of little ones, who wil- 
1 Ingiy 
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lingly commit themſelves to my Diſcipline. But thoſe "4 


that are puffed up, and preſumptuous, I caſt away from 
my Preſence, hat they may fit in Darkneſs, and the 
Shadow of "Death, and may not know how to diſcern 
between their left Hand and their Right. Wo unto Sin- 
ners, whom their own Wickedneſs hath blinded, leſt they 
ſhould behold me the Sun of Righteouſneſs, and Maſter 


ot Wiſdom ; under whoſe Inſtruftion they might learn * 


ina nioment the Secrets of Heaven, and might become 
more learned, than if 'they knew how to number the 
Stars of Heaven, and the Sand that lies on the Seq-ſhore. 
Verily, though a Sinner, who departs from me, knew 
all manner of Learning that is taught in the Univerſitics 
of the World, he would yet know nothing ; becauſe he 
knows not, ina whom are all the Treaſures of the Wil- 
dom of God.” And though he ſhould ſpeak with the 
Tongues of Men and Angels, he would be eſtcemed as 
an Intant in my Heavenly City, becauſe he knows not the 
Word of God, who makes the Tongues of Infants elo- 
quent. Seeing then theſe things are fo, what meancſt 
thou, my Son, to bewilder thy ſelf in the various Sciences 
of Men, in which there 1s no Salvation, or Satisfaction 2 
Thou being now wearied, return unto me the Fountain 
of Wiidom, which is ſweeter than Honey, and I will give 
thee to drink, and thy Bowels ſhall be enlarged. Thy Un- 
derſtanding can reſt in me only, therefore labour not in 
vain 1n ſeeking lying Maſters, whom I have not taught. 
Fly out of the midſt of Babylon, and ſhun the innumera- 
ble Anxieties, with which thy Heart is diſtracted; and 1 
will lead thee into the Wilderneſs, and nouriſh thee, and 
teach thee my Goodneſs, Diſcipline, and Knowledge ; ſo 


that thou ſhalt underſtand more than the Ancients, and * 
excel ail the Magicians of Pharaoh, and Soothlayers of 


the Chaldeans, Take away the Filth of thy Mind, dearly 
beloved 
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© Z beloved Son, and be thou clean, that with pure Eyes thou 


; -: mayeſt behold my moſt clear Light. And I will give 
, unto thee to know my Myſteries, ard to be inflam-d 
: ' with the Love of eternal Wildom, which del:g'iteth pure 
. __ Hearts with unſpeakable Joys: Take a taſte of my 
| | Sweetneſs, and thy Eyes ſhall be opened to behold my 
4 | Myſteries, which are more deſirable than Gold and pre- 
1« _, Clous Stones, and {weeter than Honey, and ke Honey- 
> © comb. Andthy broken Bones ſhall rejoyce, which ! w:{l 
4 fill with moſt pure Delights, which I have prepared for 
| Penitents, who return trom a ſtrange Land unto the 
: - lovely City of Feruſalem, where they treaſure up their 
_ + Raches: 

&) 

s 

= 

s CGCHATF-V. 

= 

f Concerning the Peace of God, which is loſt by Sin. 


Kings of the whole Earth ; I do make my Friends 
+ Partakers of the Peace, which paſicth all Underſtanding, 
* For when a Man is in the State of Grace, I dwell in him, 
? as in the Nuptial Bed-chamber, where all things are at 
} Peace; and therein is taſted the moſt {iveet Peace of the 
*# Children of God, and therein is heard the moſt ſweet 
7 Harmony of the Parts of Man, conſpiring into one con- 
h ſent®of my Law ; which that Man well underſtood, who 
2 ſaid: O God, 1 will fing unto thee a new Soxg, on a Pſaltery 
3 of ten Strings will T ſing Praiſe to thee, This Peace is more 
2 precious than Gold, and more deſirable than all the Ho- 
2X nours, Riches, and Comforts of the World : Which it 
f 23 the Men of this World ſhould taſte, they would imme: di- 
y 7 ately ceſpile all Earthly R_ and breath aſter me. Thou 
A ; 


: 4 [ A peaceable King, who am magnified above ail the 
S 43 
? 


dc 
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therefore, my Son, conſider what thou didft, when thou 
departedſt from me. Thou didſt reject my Peace, and 
it was removed far from thee ; and innumerable Ene- 
mies rot? vp £gainſt thy Soul, who lcep nor, and uffer 
thee not toreſt. Thou theughteſt that thou ſhouldeſt 
have and poſſeſs Peace, if thou thouldeſt ſatisfie thy Ap- 
retite, and its vain Deſires, living aiter the manner of 
the Heathen, who know not me ; and yet thou toundeſ 
no Peace, but Solicitudes, Anxieties, Pangs of Conſcience, 
Horrors and Fears of my Judgmeat'; as Cain, who ha- 
ving depaited from my Piclence, was afraid left every 
one that found him ſhould flay him. That hath befalr 
thee, my Son, which of old betel the People of 1ſrae!, 
which made? not a gocd uſe of the Habitation of my City 
Feruſalem : For Judah was removed becaule of Afﬀliction 


and gear Bondage, which the fell into by Sinning : She 


dwelc among the Heathen, and found no reſt. O how 
grievoulſly doth the Sinner err,who caſts away from him- 
{tif the Peace of the Children of God, and involves him- 
ſelf in infinite doubts! O how unhappily liyes the wicked 
Man, who flyeth, when none purſueth, carrying with: 
himſelt the Damoation of Death, which he hath procu- 
red | How long ſhall I cry and invite thee, unthankfu] 
Son, unto the Banquet oz iny Dainties, where thy inward 
Parts ſhall enjoy Peace, and rcjoyce 1n the Society of my 
Peace ar:d Love? Return now, my Son, unto thy Reſt, 
which I have purchaſed for thee by the Sorrows of 
Death, and let it pleaſe thee to have one Heart anf on: 
Soul with me. Ler us now make a Covenant of mo{} 
tairhful Agreement, which may have no end. I ſpare thee 
gearly beloved Friend ; neither do remember the Faul:; 
wherewith thou haſt offended me : Give me thy Hear: 
that we may enter into a Covenant of Friendſhip in my 
Blood, which I have ſhed for thee, Break now the Bond: 
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of thy Neck, O captive Son, and breath after my Li- 
' berty ; for as for me, I will be thy moſt faithful Helper 
+ 1n times of need, in Tribulation and in Want. I have 
* written thee in the midſt of my Heart, and will never 
- forget thee. Only I require that thou return unto me, 

and for the future make good uſe of my molt {weet Fel- 

lowſhip,; and I will cauſe Righteouſnels, and abundance 


of Peace to ariſe in thee, which ſhall endure as long as 


3». 


| keepeth 1/rael neither ſlumbers nor ſl:eps. 
; dearly beloved Friends as the Apple of my Eye, neither 
 dol ſuffer the Rod of the Wicked to reſt upon the Lot 


the Sun and Moon. Behold, my Side opened, and my 
Hands pierced through with Nails ; joyn the Side of thy 
Heart unto my Side, and thy Hands unto my Hands, 
and return at length unto the moſt precicus Pcace 0: 
thy Redeemer and Friend. 


CHAF. VL 


Concerning the Proteftion of God, from which a Man 
by Sinning departs. 


The Preferver of Men, take a care of my Servants, as 
a Nurſe that nouriſheth her little Infant ; tor he that 
[| keep my 


of the Righteous, 1ſt they being afflicted above mea- 
ſure, ſhould ſtretch forth their Hands to Iniquity. From 
the beginning of the World it hath not been card, 


# that any Mother did fo affectionately love, and keep 
7 her only Son, as I, who am more than a Mother to- 


wards my righteous ones, and I love their Soulz as my 
moſt pleaſant Brides. They that ferve me need not 
be afraid of the Cold of Winter ; for a'l the Servants of 


3 my Houle are cloathed with douvle Cloathing, for they 
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(12) | 
have a good Lord. 4 
thou departed from me, and expoſed thy felf ro Dan- 
gers and Robbers, who lie in wait for thee, ſaying ; 


God hath forſaken him for his Sins, perſecute and take 


him, becauſe there is none to deliver him 2 Who ſhall 
defend thee from the many Calves, and the fat Bulls, 
that have beſet thee round, if thou art not in my keep- 
ing 2 All the Beaſts of the Wood will haſten to thy De- 
ſtruction, unlel(s they perceive, that I am thy Keeper. 
Without the Sword ſhall bereave thee, and Terror with- 
in ; thou ſhall be a Vagabond, and a Fugitive upon the 
Earth. Haſt thou not conſidered how MalefaCtors are 
afraid, who have offended Earthly Kings 2 Verily they 
reſt no where, but are aſrighted at every noiſe, as at 
the Shadow of Death, conſidering leſt the Officers of 
the King being offended, ſhould ſuddenly fall upon 
them ; Theretore how much more will the fear of 
Death terrifie thee, if thou be without my Protection, 
and be delivered as the Servant of Sin unto thy Perſe- 
cutors? It is a wonder how mad Sinners are, who bave 
delivered their Souls into the hands of their Enemies, 


Wherefore then, my" Son, haſt | 
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not conſidering that they want my Strength. Return 4 


therefore, dearly beloved Son, unto me thy Keeper, * 


and I who have broken the Heads of the Dragons, will 4 


defend thee. 


Trembling ſhall take hold on the mighty Men of Moat, 
whilſt thou paſſeſt through the way of Life under my 


Prote&ion. Return with all thy Heart unto me thy 2 
Keeper, and Guide, not ſeeking the weak Helps of the !: 


World, and its Fellowers: And I only will be thy | 
Guide, and I will be unto thee as the Eagle, teaching 4 


her young ones to fly, and fluttering over them, and # 


thou * 


#1 
© 
: 

: 


I will lead thee through a Deſert Land, 4 
_ through the waſte-houling Wilderneſs if thou continueſt 23 
in my fear, I will trouble the Princes of Edom, and 7 


(13) 


_ / thou ſhalt know by experience that one day in my 
: Courts and Protection, is better than a thouſand elſe- 

+ where: And in the time of diſtreſs | will deliver thee, 

* becauſe thou haſt ſet thy Heart on me, guarding it with 


a moſt firm Per{waſion of my Goodneſs and Mercy. 


Mi 


CHA P.- VI, 


Concerning the Loſs of Divine Grace, which the Sin- 
| aer falls into. 


.LL the Treaſures of the World compared with: 
my Divine Grace, are Duſt and Aſhes, and are 
accounted as things of no value. For fo great is the 
Height, the Dignity, and the Beauty of my Grace, that 


2; it ſtirs up great Admiration in the Mings of them, that 
; rightly conceive thereof, Whereby ir comes to pals, that 
3 my Servants having their Eyes enlightned, are moved 
7 with inward Grief and Compaſſion for their Neigh- 


bours, when they fall into any dangerous Sin. Which 
if thou, my Son, ſhouldeſt well conſider of, thou would- 
ed ſuddenly return unio me, being moved with the 
Greatneſs of the Calamity, which thou' haſt faln into by 
Sinning. Thy Soul was my molt plea'ant Bride, in 
Cloathing of Goid, ard in Raiment of divers Colours, 
whoſe Beauty the Sun and Moon did admire. So great 
was its Grace, whilſt it remained faithful to the Cove- 
nant of its Eſpouſais, that it wonderfully delighted my 
Eyes. The Davg iter of Jeruſalem was adorned with 
Jewels beautiful as a Dove, ſhining very brightly, and 
endued with a very lovely Comelineſls, She was con» 
form to her Pattern, in compariſon of whom the Morn- 
ing Stars do not ſhine. She was greatly enriched _ 

the 
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'the-true Riches of my Vertues, which neither Ruſt nor 


Moth can corrupt. But from the Daughter of $0# all 
her Beauty was departed, when ſhe had finned, and ſhe 
fell from ſo great Felicity into ſo extream Calamity, that 
the Heavens were aſtoniſhed at this Change. For, my 
Son, ſo great is the Filthinefs and Shametulneſs of Sin, 
which thou haſt committed, that thou art become a 
Leper ; fearful to look upon becauſe of thy intolerable 
Rottenneſs, and Meat for Worms that are crawling out 
upon thee, What is this? How is the Pleaſantnels of 
my Paradice vaniſhed, and the iruittul Land turned into 
Barrenneſs, for the Wickednels of them that dwell there- 
in 2 How hath thy Soul departed trom me, contrary to 
the Covenant of thine Eipouſals, and hath been defiled 
with many Lovers, who have corrupted her. ' Return 


therefore, my Son, unto my Grace and Friendſhip, and 


unto the Light of my Countenance ; neither be ſo foo- 
liſh as to detire to live any longer in fo great Miſery and 
Waat. Put on the precious and white Wedding-Garment, 
that thou mayeſt be acceptable to me, and fit down at 
the Great Supper, with my dearly beloved Elect. I 
counſel thee to buy of me, without Silver, the Royal 
Apparel, that thou mayeſt walk through the Street of 
the Holy City, cloathed in Purple amongſt the famous 
on of $zon, who are cloathed with the fine Gold of my 
Love. 
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CH AP. VAL 


Concerning the Communion of Saints, which a Man 
loſeth by Sinning. 


O to him that is alone, for it he fall, he hath 
| none to help him up. But blefled is the Man 
who enjoys the Communion of all that fear and love 
Me, and keep my molt pleaſant Commandments. Ve- 
rily he that is united unto me by Grace, continues alſo 
united unto all my Membcrs, who live the Heavenly 
Life of my Grace, than which nothing more lovely 1s 
found in the Land of the Living: My Angels and 
Holy Men, joyned to me by Grace, are moſt faithful] 
Friends of all Men that love me. And then, my Son, 
when thou didft the things that pleaſe me, thou hadſt 
theſe Conſolations and Priviledges of the Righteous, 
which are more precious than all Gold. Thou waſt 
joyned to my Saints, whoſe Names are written in the 
Book "of Life ; and all their Goods beloriged unto thee, 
being mywliving Member. And I_the Head of the 
Church, my Spouſe, did influence thee with lively 
Motions of my Love, wherewith I move the Hearts 
of them that love me, and feek my Face. For my 
Spirit preſſed thee forward, and itirred thee up, and 
inflamed thee with ardent Deſire of the etcrnal Enjoy- 
ments, wherewith my wearicd Souldiers ccming trom 
the Earth, are ſatisfied. But now thy Viſage through 
Sin, is become black as 2a Coal, and thou lyeſt down 
in Deſtru&ion, which thou haſt procured to thy felf, 
being deprived of the Society of the Saints, which is 
the utmoſt Calamity, What Friends wilt thou find, 
MY 


(16) 
my Son, if my Friends favour thee not 2 What Society 
will profit thee, whilſt thou wanteſt the Society of An- 
gels and Saints? Who will comtort thee in Diltreſs, if 
thou dwelleſt with Scorpions, and art not at Apree- 
ment with Heaven? Return, my Son, return unto the 
Fellowſhip of the Citizens of Jeruſalem my City, and 
to the Feaſts that are celebrated with the Communion 
of molt pleaſant Love; that thou maj elt live happily 
the remaiader of thy mortal Life, and afterwards may- 
eſt paſs unto the Communion of the Church trium- 
phant, where there will be moſt {weet Peace, and a 
full and perfet Union. Depart from the Tabernacles 
of the Wicked, who love not thee, nor themſelves : 
for he that loves Iniquity, hates his own Soul. It will 
be much more profitable and delightful to thee, my Son, 
to aſſociate thy (elf with my living Members, and cho- 
ſen Veſſels, that thou mayeſt learn Wiſdom in the 
School of my Meeknels, and mayeſt grow up with the 
Nouriſhment of Men come to years, that grow up to 
the meaſure of Love, which is higher than Heaven. The 
World paſſeth away, and the Luſt thereof; but the 
Union of my Love will never pals away, but will joyn 
with Me, my moſt beloved Servants, for whom | have 
appointed a Kingdom that they may eat and drink at 
my Table in the Banquet of the Dainties of my Para- 
dice. 


az 
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= Concerning Inconſtancy, which a Sinner falls into, 

d | 

a Eruſalem hath ſinned a great Sin ; therefore ſhe be- 
y J came unſtable, and could find no Reſt: A Fool 
;. "changes as the Moon. Wherefore ſeeing every Sinner 
I- is a Fool, he ſuffers the Puniſhment of his own Tran(- 
a greſſion ; never continuing in the ſame ſtate, but chang- 
5 _, Ing his Purpoſe every hour. He hath departed from his 
.. | Firmneſs and Conſtancy, which he had in Me, his God 
11 _aod Keeper, who change not. And therefore he wan- 


1, _ ders in Uncertainty, not knowing'\whither to go, and 
» + finding no Reſt for the ſole of his Foot. All his Perſecu- 
1 _ tors over-take him between the ſtraits ; and he deſiring 
\e _ to eſcape free, changes places perpetually, until his 
: own Evils take him in Deſtruction, while he is flying 
ce _ 2Way. Wo to the Soul, that hath departed from Me! 
: He will find Torments every where, and day and night 


mn : Slcep will depart from his Eyes. To day the Sinner 
' | ſeeks Friends, to morrow he ſhuns them, becauſe they 
at ©: are unfaithful, To day he is bent upon Games, to 
a. + morrow he laments ; becauſe by living riotouſly he 
+ hath conſumed his Subſtance. To day he ſeeks the 
: Honours of the World, to morrow he ſhuns them, be- 
ing marked with Infamy for his Sins. What then art 
zthou minding, my Son, who fitteſt upon the Wheel of 
the World, which is always turning? How 1s it, that 
P. S#thoy goft not return unto Me, who am thy Safety, 


| Vertue, and Conſtancy ? Halt thou not learned by dai- 
#1y Experience, that the Thoughrs of Mortal Men are 
_ and their Fore-caſts uncertain, which proceed 
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without Order unto the end? Know aſſuredly, my 
Son, that without my Mercy thou art the dry Stuble, 
and a Leaf driven with the Eaſt-wind, which can no 
where find Reſt. Sometimes thou wilt be joytul, and 
anon forrowful ; to morrow thou wilt lament for thy 
Infirmity, and the next day thou wilt be terrified with 
the fear of Death. Sometimes the care of Temporal 
things, ſometimes Amvition, ſometimes Thirſt, fome- 
times Hunger will torment thee ; unleſs thou repenr, 
and caſt thy care on Me, and offer thy ſelf wholly un. 
to Me on the Altar of thy Heart. If thou ſhalt feek 
Me with all thy Heart, nothing ſhall trouble thee; 
neither Death nor Life, nor the World, nor Hell, nor 
any other Creature viſible or inviſible. For by the :; 
Teſtimony of thy Conſcience thou ſhalt be as the 
Lyon, that is ſtrongeſt among Beaſts, and turneth not 
away for any. I will confirm thee who waſt ſub- 
jeQ& to the Inconſtancy of Adam thy Father, and [ 
will ſtrengthen thee with my moſt mighty Hand. | 
will make thee a Pillar of Iron, and a Wall of Braſs, -a- 
gainſt all the Enemies of thy Soul. They ſhall fight 
againſt thee, but they ſhall not 'prevail againſt thee, 7? 
becauſe 1 will change. thee, being a Penitent, into ano- ': 
oe Man, and make thee Partaker of my Grace and 
alour. 
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CHAP. Xx 


Concerning the Remorſe of Conſcience, wherewith a 
Sinner i tormented. 

: Y Son, unleſs thou return to Me with all thy 

Heart, thy Wickednels will correct thee, and thy 

- Backſliding will reprove thee; for by what things any 

* Man ſins, by the ſame he ſhall be puniſhed. Ir is a juit 


_ - Judgment, that the Sinner who hath forſaken Me his God, 
2 thould feel within himſelf Remorſe of Conſcience and 


' Anguiſh, ariſing from the fear of Death and Hell. It is 


, a juſt Judgment, that amongſt the forbidden Joys of che 
# World, wherewith he ſeeks to be delighted contrary to 


my Law, he ſhould be picrced with the ſting ofa Heart 
groaning and foreſceing its own Damnation. The Ter- 


2 rors of Death fight aguoſt a Sinner, thovgh he ſeelcs for 


f Joys ; neither can a wicked Man have Peace, who is re- 
2 proved by his own Conſcience, from which he cann-t 
{ 


# fly. This Remorſe riſeth out of Sin, as a Worm out of 


- 


2 Timber, and ſhews that I am a juſt Judge, and that the 
Sinner is a Betrayer, who ſold me for a ſmall price. Me- 
ditate on theſe things, my Son, and {ee that it is an evil 
{ aad bitrer thing that thou haſt forſaken Me thy Lord 
2 and Beneſaor, and that my Fear was not before thee : 
$ Doſt thou not ſee that all things fall out unhappt'y to 
F thee, whiiſt thou flyeſt from mc? and that with Anxiety 


*Fof Mind thou drinkeſt the trouvled Warers of the Eyypri- 
\$ ans; whereas by my Grace thou mayelt returs into the 
& dearly bceloveq City of Feruſalem, and d:ink of the pure 
4 Water of Jordan, where thou mayeſt waſh, and be made 
38 whiter than Snow, Wheretvre then refilteſt then the 
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Impulſes of my Love, calling and inviting thee to my ? 
Friendſhip 2 Caſt away from thee, my Son, the five * 
Yokes of Oxen, which thou heſt foolifhly bought, and *' 
take willingly upon thee my one and moſt ſweet Yoke, | 
where thou ſhalt not -be wearied with the Prickings of : 
Conſcience, but ſhalt find reſt tro thy wearied Soul. Seck * 
the Heavenly Tranquillity, and the Peace which paſſeth 7 
all Underſtanding, and reſt from that Anxiety 'where- : 
with thou art vexed. Call unto me, and I will anſwer + 
thee with my Divine Infpirations, which will beget 


true Joys, and compoſe thy troubled Spirit. I will com- 
fort thee, and ſpeak inwardly to thy Heart, if thou re- 


turn unto me, 'and praiſe me with Uprightneſs of Heart, ' 


when thou haſt obtained Liberty and Reſt, and other 
moſt precious Priviledges of the Children of Ged.. ' De- 


{piſe now the Counſels of the Men of the World, who 


torment thy Heart, and follow my one and moſt health- 
fu] Counſel; and thou ſhalt ſee how I ſcatter all the 
Plots of thy Enemies; and create in thee a new Spirit, 


 Whereby thy Age may be renewed as the Eagles, that 


thou mayeſt enjoy my moſt lovely Peace and Security. 


A 


CHAP. XI. 


Concerning the Flardneſs of Heart, which a Sinner 
falls into. 


ES righteous, and I love Righteouſneſs, and my : 
Countenance beholds the Upright. The Sinner hath 7 
rejeted me, and reſiſted my innumerable Inſpirations, - 
whereby I endeavoured to mollifie his Heart. And there- 
fore I rejet him, and withhold my Rain that it drops : 
not upon him. I invited Pharaoh by outward Signs, : 

which : 


| (2) 
which I wrought by the hand of Moſes my Servant, and 
inward Inſpirations, which he unhappy Sinner felt : 
But when he reſiſted my great Mercy, I ſuffered his 
Heart to be hardened, more than the Flintſtone, and the 
hardeſt Rocks, until he perſecuted //rae/ my People, and 
was drowned, as Lead'in the mighty Waters. I anointed 


; : Sal King of '[ſrnel, when he was little in his own Eyes, 


. and/folkded me like aBoy of one Year old: Bur, after 


he began and continued to refiſt my many Motions and 
Inſpirations, I threw him away, ſo that he fell upon his 
own Sword, and died feariuliy, Ihandled unhappy Judas 
my Difciple, as a loving and faithful Man ; but atter that 
he reſiſted my ſweet Words and Inſpirations, and hard- 
ned his Heart againſt me, b ſent him away ; ſo that he be- 
coming_/like a Devil, hanged himſelf, and burſt afunder in 
the midft,/'and-all his Bowels gaſhed our. Whatthen 
doſt thou expect, my Son, who haſt finned, and depart- 
ed from Me? Wherefore doft thou continue in the State 
of Damnation, hardning thy Heart, leſt it ſhould beo- 
vercome with my infinite Sweetneſs and Patience ?* Shall 
I for ever knock at the Gate of thy Houle, that thy Wild. 
neſs may be tamed? Return, O Son, unto thy right 
Wits; neither caſt thy ſelf into extream Danger, ſoas to 
make thy Wound uncureable. Haſt thou not heard that 
it will be ill with a hard Heart at laſt; and that a Sinner is. 


| held with the Cords of his Sins? Beware, my Son, of 
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this great Evil, and conſider what I require of thee. When 
a Sinner cometh into the \depth of Sins, he defpiſeth ir ; 
but before he deſpiſes it, he is touched and moyed with 


; the inward Inſpirations of my Goodneſs ; but afterwards 
' by degreeshe waxes cold, and hath leſs ſenſe of my Im- 


pulſes, until his ſtony Heart becoming unſenfible, here- 
gairds not my Admenitions; but asan untamed Horſe, 
he runs through the Mcadows of the World, haſtening 

to 


(22) 
toeternal Fire. Wo to thee, unleſs thou return ſpeedily to 
Me! Remember thy Salvation and my Glory, which [I 


I 
Fe 
£2 


have prepared for thoſe, who repentiog in ſincerity waſh | 
their Garments in my Blood. Uſe now the Remedies of | 
Mercy, leſt thou be hardned, and delivered up toa re- : 
probate ſenſe. If thou ſhalt hearken tome, I wilt melt : 
the Ice of thy Heart, and my Wind thall blow, and the : 
Waters of Compun&tion ſhall flow ; with which thy. - 


Fllth ſhall be waſhed away. Embrace this wholeſom 
Counſel of thy Redeemer, who is ready to ſpare thee, 


and to amend thy Condition: If thou return to me, I . 


will impriat a ſenſe of Contrition and Love in thy in- 
ward Parts, and thou ſhalt rejoyce in the Renovation of 
thy Heart, as Conquerors rejoyce in taking of the Prey, 


and thou ſhalt celebrate thy Regeneration ; and being : 


made whole, thou ſhalt ſing of my invincible :Mercies, 
that are {weeter than the Honey. : 


OY 


CHAP. XI. 


Concerning Deſperation, which a Sinner ſometimes 


falls into. 


Oaſider, my Son, that there is no other name under 
Heaven, by which thou muſt be faved, but mine. 

Be not deceived in putting thy Truſt inthe King of Fg ypr, 
who 1s a broken Reed ; upon which, if any Man leans, 
it will pterce throvgh his Hand. I have overcome the 
World, Death, and Hell; and therefore he that offends 
Me, and ſeeks Refuge in the Favour and Delights of Men, 
who are not Partakers of my Vidtory, falls into Dejecti- 
on of Mind, which is a very bitter Puniſhment, He wants 
my Grace, which begets the ope of eternal good things ; 
| and 


| (23) 
and ſeeing that he does nothing ſutable to the hope of e- 
ternal Life, he is broken and weakened, ſo that he. falls 
into a molt (grievous Deſperation, which reſembles the 
State of the Damned : This is the fruit of Ambition, 
which ſeeks the Honours of Men, that are written in the 
Farth. This is the fruit of Covetouſneſs, which with an 
unſatiable defire lays up Treaſure in the Earth. This is 
the truit of Luxury, which is drunk with the Pleaſures of 


the Fleſh, and cares not for the moſt pure Joys of my 


Spirit. This 1s the fruit of Anger, which makes the fret 
of Men (wifc to ſhed Blood ; and cares nct for being 
reckoned amongſt my meek Servants, who ſhail poſſes 
the Land of the Living. Moreover, this is the fruit of 
all Sins, when Wickednels increaſeth, and the Soul ab- 
hors Good, by which Men come to eternal Lite. What 
doſt thou then, my Son? Why lyeſt thou in the lamen- 
ble State of Enmity to Me, which brings forth the truit of 
Deſperation, haſtening Death and Damnation ? How is 
it that thou doſt not pity, thy own Soul, which languiſhes 
for want of Strength ? Conſider thy Diſloluteneſs and 
Madneſs, which makes thee run into Hell-fire, and to 
take no care of eternal Salvation, as if thou hadſt no 
hope. Thou doſt fooliſhly, my Son, in Celpairing, and 
not conſidering, that I am omaipotent, and can in a mo- 
ment deliver thee from the horrible Pit, and the miry 
Clay : Caſt away from thee the Filth and Weights of 
Sin, which bow thy Back, and drive thee to Detpair ; 
and breath aiter., Me,. the Author of thy Hope and Re- 
demption, and thou ſhalt be delivered from the grievous 
Bondage wherewith, thou art. oppreſſed, and thou ſhalt 
be ſweetly. refreſhed with the Breathings of my Spirit. 
Return; to me, by timely Repentance, which begets a 
Godly Sorrow; and alſo rejoyceth the Soul that is renew- 
cd in Me,and.reccives from Me the Pledge cf the eternal 
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(24) | 
Inheritance. - So thou ſhalt hope, and thy troubled Sou 


Giling through the great Sea, ſhall be kept fate by caſt» | 


Kg 
> 
vi; 
3 v 


ing the Anchor. of a moſt firm hope, which I bave pur- ? 
chaſed for thee by my moſt precious Blood, and uncon- * 


ceiveable Love. | 
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CHAP. Xl. 


Concerning Onbelief, which a Sinner u in danger to 
fall into. 


Fhe Son of the moſt high God, am the Light of the 
World ; and withjuſt Judgment puniſh a Sinner who 
hates me, with inward Darkneſs, wherewith the Under- 
ſtanding is darkned : Which Evil is ſo grievous and for- 


midable, that ſometimes an unhappy-*Sinner by multi- | 


plying his Faults departs ſo far from true Light, that he 


falls into Unbelief. He hath departed: from Me, and ; 


loved Earthly good things more than Me: Whereby it 
come to paſs that his Will being depraved, ſo'corrupts 
the true Judgment of the Underſtanding, that at length 
he loſes the Catholick Faith. So thou mayeſt ſee, my 
Son, what hath happened unto many Sinners; who 


when they had firſt believed in me, by aggravating the 


Sins of Covetouſneſs, Pride, Gluttony, or Luxury, have 
erred from the Faith, and pierced themſelves through 
with many Sorrows. Wo to thoſe thit hate my moſt 
pure Light, whereby the eternaland vfichangeable Good 
is known, and preferred befors oreated'po ; things! It 
had been better for thoſe Meh{ if they'hrd'nbt been Ori ; 
For it is extream Unhappineſs to'err frotn Futh, jt 
to caſt away my Yoke with a darkned Under! ng. 
And thou therefore, my Son, conſidering whit hath hap- 


pened + 
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pened unto others like thy ſelf, return unto me ; leſt 
perhaps being weary of my immaculate Law, thou be- 
gin to have bard Thoughts of my Goodneſs ; and giv- 
ing looſe reins to thy Heart through the Love of Tempc- 
ral things, thou give thy ſelt up to wicked Doings, and 
ungodly Luſts, unto the prodigious denying of my Faith. 
My Son, look whither thou art going, whilſt thou ceaſeſt 
not to ſin; be not cruel to thy telt in running [wittly to 
Deſtruction ; take heed leſt thou deſpiſe my Admoniti- 
ons, with which I inſtrudt thee ; ſtop not thy Ears, be- 
ing ſeduced with carnal Love, which drowns multitudes 
of Men into Perdition. The time is ſhort, trafhick till I 
come to reward thee with eternal Lite, or with ever- 
laſting Fire. If thou ſhalt take away, trom the midlt of 
thee, thy Sins and thy Idols, and return and call upon 
Me thy God and Redeemer, and Preferver, | will en- 
lighten thine Eycs, leſt at any time thou ſleep the Sleep 
of Death ; I will preferve thee, and my Candle ſhall 
ſhine upon thine Head : And thou ſhalt rejoyce 1n my 
moſt plealant and moſt bleſſed Light, wherewith I will 
direct thy Paths, in the night of the mortal Lite, leading 
thee to my bright-ſhining Glory, in the ways that lead to 
eternal Life. I will open thy Eyes with the Beam of 
my infinite Light ; and thou being awaked as it were 
out of a heavy Sleep, ſhalt wonder how in the by-paſt 
time, thou didft walk in Darkneſs, and in the Shadow of 
Death. And thou ſhalt love Me thy Deliverer with all 
thy Heart, and ſhalt honour Me wiih the Sacrifice of 
perpetual Praiſe. Ariſe ſpeedily, my dearly beloved Son, 
ariſe from the Darkneſs and Horror of Hell, where thou 
lyeſt, and receive the Light of Heaven, which will re- 
Joyce thee, before the laſt night come ; which will be 
the laſt Puniſhment of Sinners, who deſpiſe my preſent 
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(26) 
[aſpirations and Mercies. Meditate on thele things in the 
inner Chamber of thy Heart, and caſt thy Eyes upon 
Me the Sun of Righteouſneſs, who am defirous to en- 
lighten thee, and to fill thy dearly beloved Soul with the 
bright-ſhining Glory of the Saints of Light. 


CH AP; ATV. 


Concerning the unhappy Death of a Sinner. 


AE Sinner, whilſt he lives, runs through the 
Fields of th: World like an Ox, fatted tor the 
Slaughter. The miſerable Man conſiders not that he will 
be taken by Death, as a Highway-Man Iying in wait. 
That being bound in the Chains of Hell, he may pay 
unto the utmoſt Farthing. He drinks, he cats, he plays, 
he lavghs, he ſwears and blaſphems, and in the very time 
whilſt he is ſinning without reſtraint, Sickneſs and Death 
comes ſuddenly upon him, and he js called to Judgment. 
O how bitrer a Grief is it to be calied to Death! O how 
great Trembling and Horror takes hold on the Sinner, 
when he (tes that by a moſt grievous Death, he 1s ſcpa- 
rated from all things which he dearly loved! O how 
lamentably, faith he, in that diſtreſs, the Sorrows 
of Death have compaſied me, and the Pains of Hell have 
faken hold upon me ! Wo to the wicked Man, wh: n he 
dies, upon whom all the Billows of Sorrow and Aftiiti- ; 
ons do ſuddenly ruſh, that he may have a fore-taſie of |! 
the Torments of Hell, who did not breath after eternal 
Confolations. Now the riotous Banquets are paſſed a- 
way ; now the ungodly Games are gone: Now Kinl- 
men and Friends have failed : Now Riches profit not ; 
and 
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: (27) 
and whatſvever was delightful, is turned into Matter of 
Deſolation and Deſpair. The unhappy Soul, which de- 
{pifed my Inſpirations, 15. afraid to go out of the Body 
into everlaſting Flames ; 'and flys back as far as it can, it 
ſo be it may find any that can comfort it in that diſtreſs. 
But it reſiſts in vain, becauſe the hour of Death is at 
hand, and the time of. its giving up all its defireable 
rhings, which it had in the days of old, when it tranſgre(- 
{d my moſt ſweet Law. All its Sins, as a terrible Ar- 
my, are ſet before it, that it mey ſce how fad and bitter 
an end follows the by-paſt Joys. The Devils like rave- 
nous Dogs, ſtand in expectation of their Prey which is 
tyed with innumerable Chains of its own Sins, that it 
may be dragged to Puniſhment. The fooliſh Man when 
he had time, took no care to be reconciled unto Me : 
and in the laſt hour he hath not any whom he may look 
to for help. All his Perſccutors over-take him between 
the ſtraits, and deſire cruelly to ſuck up his Blood ; and 
then the Sentence of my Juſtice being pronounced, the 
Veſlel cf Wrath, fitted for Deſtruction, is halled to Tor- 
ments. This 1s the Lot of an unrighteous Man, whom 
Evils do overtake in Deſtruction. What thinkeſt thou 
then, my Son, who haſt ſinned > What doſt thou ex- 
ped ? ls not thy Mind terrified at the hearing of theſe 
things, which a Sinner dying ſuffers againſt his Will - 
Turn then to thy God, who can deliver thee from the 
Wrath to come, and comfort thee when thou art going 
out of this Life, by his 1afinite Grace, and his uncon- 
ceiveable Mercy. Be greatly afraid of my Wrath and 
Juſtice, whilſt thou art alive, that at thy Death thou 
mayeſt find my Fatherly Compallion : For they that in 
their life time fear me as a {evere Judge, in their Death 
they find Me as a moſt bountiful Father. Bleſſed are they 
who 
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(28) 
who obſerve my Ways with all their Heart, being mind 
ful of their latter end : They ſhall not be afraid of the 
Terror of the Night, when they thall ſpeak with their! 
Enemies in the Gate ; .to wit, when they ſhall paſs out of: 
this Life: After which will. follow the eternal Night of 
Sinners, or the eternal Light of the Righteous, whom [: 
have loved. Follow me, my Son, and let my Law cleave 
to thy inward Parts, and the Torment of D-ath ſhall not: 
{eize upon thee, but thou ſhalt reſt in a joyful and de» 
lighttul Peace. 
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